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RE: Cancer prevention 
and control in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region: the 
need for a public health 
approach 
To the Editor: We read with int
terest this article in your journal and 
want to applaud your effort with Dr 
Khatib to describe the burden of 
cancer in the region.1 Concerning 
the data from Lebanon, we would 
like to point out that Adid et al 
from 19982 is an older reference to a 
study that used hospitaltbased data 
from the American University of 
Beirut Medical Center. Although, 
at that time this was one of the few 
available publications on the cancer 
incidence in Lebanon, it does not ret
flect the true cancer incidence in this 
country. A more recent publication by 
the Lebanese Cancer Epidemiology 
Group3 included a much more 
comprehensive, meticulous, and 
scrutinized cancer report from 
all of Lebanon and gives a more 
realistic incidence. In the absence 
of a functioning National Tumor 
Registry (which has subsequently 
been activated), the data collected by 
the Lebanese Cancer Epidemiology 
Group provides a more reliable 
source than a hospitaltbased registry 
since it was a countrytwidetreview. 
In this publication of the 1998 postt
war cancer incidence in Lebanon, 
the most frequent cancers in males 
were bladder followed by prostate, 
then lung, while in females, the 
most frequent cancers were breast, 
colorectal, and corpus uteri. 
The authors relied on the data 
from IARC and Globocan 2002 
for many countries where no data 
was available. We would like to 
caution the readers that this data 
can be misleading. For example, if 
you compare the agetstandardized 
incidence rate for cancer of the cert
vix in Lebanon from the Globocan, 
it is 14.2/100 000, whereas in our 
through review of 1998, we found 
this to be only 4.2/100 000. 
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